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To: The Chard Rural District Council | 


Madam Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I beg to submit my Report for 1972. 
Apart from measles little infectious disease occurred during the year. 
The main problem continues to be the need for more housing. At the end 
of the year 5L.6 applicants were on the list and 100 of these were classified 
aS WEBER tn ned: 
I an, 


Madam Chairman and Councillors, 


Your obedient Servant, 


A.M. MoCALL 


Medical Officer of Health. 
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SECTION A. 


Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area 


Population The Registrar General has given the estimated population of Chard 
Rural District as 12,900, a slight increase on the previous year. The density is 
0.2 per acre. The rateable value was £386,288 and the product of a new penny 

rate £3,467. 


Birth Rate The corrected birth rate was 17-6 per thousand compared with a 
national figure of 14.8 There were thirteen illegitimate births: this was 
seven per cent of all live births. 


Death Rate The corrected death rate was 9.3 per thousand compared with 12.1 
for England and Wales. Out of a total of 149 deaths, 57 were due to heart disease, 
44. being coronary heart disease. There were 29 deaths from cancer, including ten 
due to cancer of the lunge Twenty-one people died from "strokes" and ten died from 
diseases of the respiratory system. Appendix A, Table 3 shows full details of the 
causes of death. 


Maternal Mortality There were no maternal deaths in 1972. 
Stillbirths There was one stillbirth during the year. 


Infant Mortality I am pleased to say for the second year running there were 
no infant deaths. 


Social Conditions There was little change in the mode of life for the majority 
of people in the Chard Rural District despite the continued rise in the cost of 
living. The most dramatic rise was in the cost of houses which reached a level well 
beyond the resources of most young married people. 


SECTION B. 


General Provision of Health Services in the Area 


The health services provided by the Somerset County Council were unchanged from 
the previous year. 


The number of children attending the various welfare clinics were satisfactory. 


The re-organisation of the educational system for Chard, Crewkerne and 
Ilminster,which commenced the previous September, led to some changes in the school 
population, children from the village first schools transferring to middle schools 
in Ilminster and Crewkerne at the age of nine. 


I carried out my annual school inspections in each of the schools in the 
District and details of these inspections are shown in Appendix B, Table 1. 


Playgroups are now quite popular and all had waiting lists at the end of the 
year. 

The School Dental Officer visited all the schools during the year except Combe 
St. Nicholas, Tatworth and Winsham which received their inspection in January, 1973. 
I have included in Appendix B, Table 1 details of the Dental Officer's inspections. 
A more detailed inspection is made of the 5 year old age group to assess the dental 
condition of children entering school. The number of children inspected was 129. 
Of these 29% were free from dental disease and the average number of decayed teeth 
per child was 4.9 


Due to the curtailment of public transport on a number of rural routes in the 
District complaints were received about the difficulty of patients attending 
doctors’ surgeries, particularly in prectices where no appointment system operated. 
Concern was also expressed about the difficulty of getting prescriptions dispensed 
and discussions were proceeding at the end of the year between the Council and the 
various practitioners concermed. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2017 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


httos://archive.org/details/b29097903 | 


SECTION C. 


Prevention and Control over Infectious Diseases and Other Diseases 
a a a ES EE — 


Seventy-seven cases of measles were notified during the year. These were 
mainly in the five to nine year age group and if more parents availed themselves 
of the opportunity to have their children vaccinated against measles this figure 
would be considerably reduced. 


The one case of tuberculosis occurred in an adult. 411 the contacts were 
traced and followed up at the chest clinic. I am pleased to say no further cases 
were detected. 


I carried out my B.C.G. programme against tuberculosis in the autumn. Children 
born in 1959 were those offered vaccination. 


The Mass Radiography Unit continued to make regular visits to Crewkerne and in 
April commenced a monthly visit to Chard. 


I continued to receive notifications from the Divisional Veterinary Officer 
of cases of Salmonella infections occurring on farms. There were seven 
notifications during the year. In every case the farmer was warned of the danger 
of spread to his staff and family and of the need for good personal hygiene. 


Home Safcty The Home Safety Committee was active throughout the year and 
some lectures were given and a number of posters purchased and displayed in the 
villages. 


SECTION D. 


Environmental Health Services 


A. Sanitary Circumstances 


Climatic Conditions In 1972, although the weather was equable, spring was 
late and summer did not really start until July. From then on there was a good 
deal of sunshine and the weather continued mild until the end of the year. 


Water Supply The water supply provided by the Wessex Water Board was 
generally satisfactory throughout the year both in quality and quantity although 
complaints were received from Hewish, Ilton ond Roundham. Those were mainly due 
to discolouration. The Wessex Water Board sampled all supplies regularly and took 
a total of 164 samples all of which were satisfactory. The Health Department 
sampled 26 private supplies and, using a standard of ten, or fewer, coliform 
bacilli per 100 mls. seventeen were satisfactory and nine were unsatisfactory. 


Drainage and Sewage Disposal The following parishes have main drainage and 
efficient disposal systems:— Broadway, Chaffcombe (part), Chard Parish (Tatworth, 
Forton and Wadeford), Combe St. Nicholas, Donyatt, Dowlish Wake, Hinton St.George, 
Timinster Without (Horton), Ilton (part), Kingstone (part), Lopen, Seavington St. 
Mary and Seavington St. Michael. Phase I of the Merriott scheme was completed 
during the year at a cost of £93,000 and work was in progress on Phase II which, 
when completed, will cost a further £83,000. The scheme to construct new disposal 
works at Winsham at an approximate cost of £123,000 was not commenceé at the end 
of the year. 


Refuse Collection and Disposal The Council continued their regular 
fortnightly collections of refuse in all parishes with an additional weekly 
collection in the centre of Broadway, Combe St. Nicholas, Hinton St. George, 
Horton, Ilton, Merriott, Misterton, Shepton Beauchamp and Tatworth. 


Rodent Control The Council employ one whole-time rodent operator. There are 
a total of 103 people in contract with the Council for regular visits of inspection 
and treatment. The standard of Mr. Beer's work is extremely high and the Council 
are frequently complimented on this service. 


Nuisances The Public Health Department received many complaints of varying 
kinds during the year. All were investigated and dealt with promptly by the staff. 


B. Factories Act 


A number of inspections were made and details are shown in Appendix D, Table 1. 
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C. Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 
There are 42 premises registered under this Act and some inspection was 


carried out. No formal action was required. 


D5 Housing 


During the year the Council erected 38 houses and had a further 67 in the 
course of erection while private builders completed 103 and a further 72 were 
being built. At the end of the year there were 546 applicants on the housing 
list, 100 of these were classified as mage and 96 were for old peoples' 
dwellings. vn need 


The Council continued to encourage applications for both standard and 
discretionary grants and gave approval for 59 discretionary grants and 14 
standard grants. 


Caravans There are six licensed sites and a further fifteen single 
licensed caravans in the district. It is estimated that the total number of 
occupants resident during the year was 70. The Council received many complaints 
of unlicensed caravans parking on the roadside in the vicinity of Merrifield 
aerodrome where they, as agents of the Somerset County Council, are constructing 
@ permanent site for fifteen caravans for gypsies. 


E. Inspection and Supervision of Food 


Milk Milk sampling was carried out regularly by the County Health 
[epartment and 59 samples were examined, two of which were found to be unsatisfactory. 
On each occasion the Milk Production Officer investigated the cause and 
Subsequent samples reached the required standard. 


Ice Cream There are 48 premises registered for the sale of ice cream. 
Twenty-six samples were taken, 13 of which were in Provisional Grade I, 12 in 
Grade II and one in Grade III. I wrote to the manufacturers of the samples 
falling into categories two and three asking for their representative to check 
the methods of storage in each case. 


Meat The Council continued to give 100% inspection at the six licensed 
Slaughter-houses and details of these inspections are given in 4ppendix D, Table 3. 
Minor infringements relating to the structural repair of certain slaughter-houses 
were notified to the owners and rectified. 


Complaints were received concerning the road transport of animal offal 
through the district. One particular firm with Headquarters in Devon had lorries, 
the drainage of which was so constructed as to deposit blood and putrescent 
material on the highway. I tock the matter up with the relevant health department 
and some improvement of lorry construction and drainage thereof resulted. 


Poultry Packing Establishments The two establishments in the district now 
operate on a seasonaéd basis. At one premises no ecvisccration occurs, just plucking, 
and the other is now used as a distribution centre for frozen chicken obtained 
outside the district. No routine examination of poultry was carried out. 


Food Hygiene Regulations There are 104 premises subject to these Regulations 
and all are given inspection from time to time. No statutory action was necessary. 


F. Animal Boarding Establishments 


There are three registered establishments in the area 211 of which were found 
to be satisfactory on inspection. 
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APPENDIX A. 


TABLE te 


Registrar General's estimate of population mid 1972 aie 


Number of inhabited houses at the end of 1972 according 
to the Rate Book 


Rateable Value 


Sum represented by a penny rate 


Area 


BIRTH RATE 


Live Births 


Stillbirths 


Deaths of Infants 
under 1 year 


Deaths of Infants 
under 4 weeks 


Deaths of Infants 
under 1 week 


APPENDIX J. 


1726 per 1,000 


Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total 
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Illegitimate 
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Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
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Illegitimate 
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TABLE 2 


Comparability Factor 
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APPENDIX A, TABLE 3. 


DEATH RATE 9.3 per 1,000 Comparability Factor 0.80 


Total Under Under 
Sex All Ages 4 wks. 1 yr. 1- 5- 15- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65- 75+ 


Cancer of Stomach M 4 - - =) =. eh a ee - - 
F 6) - - - =- = = = = 4 - 2 

Cancer of Intestine M 1 = = - - = = = = 14 - = 
F 4 = - —- =- =- = = = = = 1 

Cancer of Lung,Bronchus M 9 - - iat ee ot a A" 6" 2 
F 1 ~ = - - = = = 1 - - - 

Cancer of Breast ny 3 = = SO lied oll esl (lal 
Cancer of Uterus F 1 - =~ a ee ae ee ie en 
Cancer of Prostate M 3 - - ee et eet seg el eA PAD 
Cancer of Other Sites M 6 - - Ste St a ae ae BB 
Diabetes Mellitus M 1 - = Se Westies oa res\tetee! e A 
F es « ~ See) ee cee, ee ms 

Multiple Sclerosis M 4 = - ce eee a ee a Wie yee eek ee 
PF - = ie Se ete a4 a4 le we eo 

Chromic Rheumatic Heart M ~ - - ay A coe ae a eae 
Disease F 1 = ~ =~ = — = = = w= = | 
Hypertensive Disease M 1 ~ = -— —-— = = = = = A = 
PF os ss as Re USI aly ee aha ~ 

Ischaemic Heart Disease M 21 = - - - = = = = = 10 141 
es eee eS ey 5 Fe 40 

Other Forms of Heart M 6 - - NE gc ey es a 
Disease F 5 - = -— - = = = = = = 5 
Cerebrovascular Disease M 12 - ~ oer et es ee 
eS Wy Poh Bee a et he a |G 

Other Diseases of M 5 - = Se eigen ae a” ee 
Circulatory System F 6 is és aircon eects hese N tei Gea yy ae vege. 
Pneumonia M 3 - me sa = 4 a) | 4 
F 2 = = ee ae 

Bronchitis & Emphysema M 2 - - “gyno fay tees foal Dee 5 I ag 
F 1 - ~ —-— = = = = = = = 4 

Other Diseases of M 4 - ~ i Re en ae 
Respiratory System F 1 ~- - oe ee 
Other Diseases of M - is = eRe ee ie aah) eel ie 
Digestive System F 2 = = i ee a 
Nephritis & Nephrosis M 1 - - ie re jie 
PF ee - ws Ss oe a 
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Appendix A, Table 3 (Cont'd). 


Total Under Under 
Sex All Ages 4 wks. 1 yr. 1- 5= 15= 25- 35= 45- 55= 65- 75+ 


Diseases of Musculo- M - - ~ ee a a a 
Skeletal System F 4 = - Gee Meee er ees ee ee a ae 
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Motor Vehicle Accidents M 2 - - Pa | ee ee ee ee 
F = = Pe SUA Se Tiss Nae meal yy 
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APPENDIX B. TABLE 4, 


No. on No. Ins= Date of Children Children Date of 


Name of School Roll pected Medical having having last Dental 
Inspection Milk Dinner Inspection 
Ashill 42 22 29.9072 42.85% 92.85% 6.9.72 
Broadway 42 28 B.11472 52638% 66.66% 6.972 
Buckland St, Mary 70 32 1501673 30% 74028% 509072 
Combe St. Nicholas 58 33 10611072 50% 89.69% Bo12071 
Donyatt 20 11 2069.72 30% 100% 6690/2 


Hinton St. George 49 25 6612.72 63.26% 88.88% Tedeite 


Horton 6), 28 HMet2.72 h2.15% 82.81% 5.9.72 

Ilton 60 eae Bet2e72 65% 90% 210s 72 
Merriott 88 1.6 13012.72 51.13% 62.5% October 1972 
Misterton 45 2h hel2e72 = 55055% =62622% 8972 

Shepton Beauchamp 36 19 411072 83.33% 50% Dee fe 

Tatworth 142 79 12/13.61072 39h th 36% = 19690 70— 1641073 
Winsham 58 39 Welets (357095 950176 8412.71 


DENTAL INSPECTIONS 


Children Found to Require Offered * 
School Inspected Treatment Treatment 
Ashill 54 30 2 
Broadway 39 15 
Buckland St. Mary 68 bd 25 
Donyatt 20 16 10 
Hinton St. George 40 29 21 
Horton 60 33 17 
I1ton 50 38 raf 
Merriott 12 DD 59 
Misterton 43 25 20 
Shepton Beauchamp 3h. 22 20 
Tatworth (Jan.1973) 135 83 60 


* If children are obviously under regular dental care then they are not offered 
treatment. 
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APPENDIX C. TABLE 1. 


Infectious Diseases 


Measles eee e080 ©0080 See TT 


Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... 1 


Analysis of Cases Notified. 


Under Age 


1 yPe 1-2 2-5 Jnh 45 5-9 10—14 15-19 20-34 35h 45-54 55-64. 65+ Unknown 


Measles 4 ee art, Mer 9) 52 2 4 
Tuberculosis. 
New Cases Deaths 
Age Group Respiratory Non-Respiratory Respiratory Non-Respiratory 
Me cols Meo F. Me. Bs Me. tts 
- 1 
1- 5 
5-15 
15 = 25 
25 = 35 1 
35 - 45 
45 - 55 
55 - 65 
65 + 
Totals qe roan we: i! epee eee 
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APPENDIX D. TABLE 1. 
Factories Act, 1964 


Noe Of No. of 


No. on No. of written occupiers 
Register Inspections Notices Prosecuted 


(i) Factories in which Sections 
4, 2,5 5, & and G are to be 1 6 - = 
enforced by Local Authority 


(ii) Factories not included in (i) 
in which Section 7 is enforced 6 2h. - ~ 
by Local Authority 


(iii) Other premises in which 
Section 7 is enforced by the 
Local Authority (excluding 
Outworkers' premises) 


Cases in which defects were found Bishan toyetee \) eraser “uelete.  ereve 2 
Cases in which defects were remedied Soo ono) fodos wooot ono e 


No. of Outworkers (Sections 135 & 43.) ece evo ees cece eee 103 
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APPENDIX D. TABLE 2. 


HOUSING 


Action taken during the yoar 


1. 


2. 


he 


De 


10. 


Te 


4s 


1h. 


No. of houses included in Clearance direa for which 
Orders are still to be made 


No. of houses in Clearance Areas which have been patched for 
temporary accommodation under Section 48 of the Housing 
Act, 1957 


No. of houses closed or demolished under Section 42 of the 
Housing Act, 1957 (Clearance Areas) 


Housing Act (1957 (Section 17 - Individual Unfits) 
No. of Houses lost: 


(1) (a) Houses demolished 
(b) Houses closed 


(ii) For other purposes (road improvements,etc., ) 
No. of temporary dwellings (huts, etc.) demolished 


No. of houses declared unfit under: 
(i) Section 9 of the Housing ict, 1957 
(ii) Section 72 of the Housing Act, 1969 


No. of houses made fit during year 
Noe of unfit houses occupied under licence 
Houses in multiple occupation (Housing Acts, 1961 to 1969) 


Reconditioning of condemned houses - exclusion from 
Clearance/Demolition Orders (Housing Act, 1961) 


Substitution of Closing Order for Demolition Order 
(Housing Act, 1961) Action taken 


Housing Act, 1969 Section 28, General Improvement Areas - 
No. of Areas so defined 


Housing Act, 1957 ~ Slum Clearance 


wad 197k. 
1, Part ae Houses in areas to be declared = = 
Til be Houses to be cleared - = 
2 Part Houses likely to be subject to 
ARE demolition or closing orders 38 38 
Remarks 


Housing Acts, 1964. Any action taken during year 


ee 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
14 
Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


31 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


1375 1976 


Nil 
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Houses erected Houses in course Gained from Lost from 
during year of erection conversion conversion 
of large of two or 
houses or more houses 
For Slum For For Slum For buildings into one 
Clearance Other Clearance Other into flats 
Purposes Purposes or dwellings 
Local 
Authority Nil 358 Nil 67 Nil Nil 
Private 
Enterprise Nil 103 Nil 72 15 Nail 
Number of Post-war Houses erected from 
4st April, 1945 to 31st December, 1972 
By Local Authority By Private Enterprise 
709 1079 
Future Housing Programme (if know) ~ Progremme Forecast 
1973 35 dwellings 
1974. ) 
1975 ) Programme for future years not decided 
1976 ) 
(a) No. of temporary housing units occupied (i) Prefabs Nil 
(47) Huts, etc. Nil 
(b) No. of houses found overcrowded Nil 
Houses required 
(i) To replace houses scheduled for demolition Nil 
oa To abate overcrowding Nil 
(iii) For other purposes Nil 
(iv) Applications for Council houses at end of year 
(a) Urgent bona fide cases 100 
E Applications for old people's dwellings 96 
c) Others 350 
Total applications .. 54.6 
No. of GAINED LOST 
Permanent a.) Erected Total Less houses No. of 
Dwellings in E Conversion (a) = Demolished Permanent 
District as ec) Council houses + b) Glosed Dwellings in 
at Siells (1« sold to P.E. (b) ec) Sold during District as 
during 1972 1972 at 31212./2. 
fa) (b) a) Conversion 
Gy kB) {¢) (A) (8B) (¢) (Dd) 
P.-E, 4.008 103 15 17 L443 - 14 - - 4129 
Totals 4.928 141 15 17 5101 = 14 17 - 5070 
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OLD PEOPLE'S DWELLINGS 


Total Number erected to 31.12.72 


With County Without County 
Council Aid Council Aid 
190 = 


Number in Course of Erection 


= ee ree 


With County Without County 
Council Aid Council Aid 
3h. - 


Grants by Local Authorities to Private Owners 


Number of applications and houses dealt with by Local Authority during year: 


Received 


Approved. 


Applications No. of Dwellings Applications No.of Dwellings 


1. Improvement 62 
Grants 


2. Standard 
Grants 


14 


3 Special 
Grants 
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APPENDIX D TABLE 


MEAT 


Carcases and Offal inspected and Condemned in whole or in 


Part during year 
Cattle 
Bebe ox luc 
exeraaims Cows 
Cows 
No. killed (if know) 201 2199 


Noe inspected 201 2199 


All diseases except 
Tuberculosis & Cysticerci 


Whole carcases condemned - 44 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemed 


Percentage of the number 

inspected affected with 

disease other than 

tuberculosis and 2h, 8% 38.8% 
eysticerci 


Tuberculosis only 


Whole carcases condemed - ~- 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 


Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
tuberculosis 


Cystisercosis 


Carcases of which some part G 
or organ was condemned 


Carcases submitted to 
treatment by refrigeration 


Generalised and totally 
condemned 


Weight of meat condemned 
(in lbs.) for: 


(a) Tuberculosis - ~ 
(b) Cysticercosis 168 - 
(c) Other 1317 97h9 
Total (in lbs.) condemned 14,85 9749 
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36 


Sheep 

Calves and 
Lambs 

662 6216 
662 6216 
9 5 

15 428 


3.62% 6.096% 


336 4.08 


4218 
4218 


24% 
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04.0% 
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